THINKING  OF  HAVING 
?m  SURGERY? 

^Think  about  getting 
a  second  opinion. 
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Ask  your  doctor  or  call  toll-free 

800-638-6833 


What  docs  the  doctor  say  is  the  matter  Anytime  a  doctor  sugge 

with  you?  gency  surgery,  you  should  o 

YVhal  is  the  operation  the  doctor  plans  a  second  opinion. 

to  do?  •  Make  sure  that  a  short  d 

What  are  the  likely  benefits  to  you  of  harmful. 

the  operation?  •  Make  sure  vou  have  as 


to  that  infor- 


dure  rcc- 


Many  private  insurance  companies  pay  for 
second  opinions.  You  can  contact  your 
health  insurance  representatives  for  details. 

Medicare  will  pay  for  the  second  opinion 
at  the  same  rate  it  pays  for  other  services. 
Most  state  Medicaid  programs  will  also  pay 
for  second  opinions. 

Key  Points  To  Remember  About 
Second  Opinions 

•  You  can  get  a  second  opinion  when- 
ever non-emergency  surgery  is  recom- 
mended. Most  doctors  approve  of  pa- 
tients getting  a  second  opinion  and  will 
assist  you  in  doing  so. 

•  Second  opinions  are  a  way  for  you 
to  get  additional  expert  advice  from 
another  doctor  who  knows  a  lot  about 
treating  medical  problems  like  yours. 

•  Second  opinions  can  reassure  you— and 
your  doctor— that  the  decision  to  have 
the  surgery  is  the  correct  one. 

•  Second  opinions  are  your  right  as 
a  patient.  They  can  help  you  make 
a  better,  informed  decision  about 
surgery. 

The  final  decision  regarding  non-emer- 
gency surgery  is  up  to  you.  After  all,  it's 
your  body.  Isn't  your  body  worth  a  second 
opinion? 
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